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?Canada is turning to Low Carbon or Green technologies to become a Net-Zero country, why would we need 
more carbon intense fossil fuels?
Many countries around the world including Canada are turning to lower carbon power solutions to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and respect our environment. Solutions such as solar, wind or hydro to produce electricity require steel as a primary 
component to build panel frames, turbines, and other necessary components.  As well, the vehicles we drive and buses we ride in 
are built with steel; as are the homes we live in, our places of work, smartphones, computers, and many more items we rely on 
every day. The world needs steel to ensure our way of life and the efficient transition to a Net-Zero society.

Metallurgical coal is a primary component to make steel efficiently in the quantities needed each day. Other technologies are 
being developed that could replace metallurgical coal but at this time there is no substitute that can produce the volumes of steel 
the world requires. 

?What does the site look like when the mining is done? 
For the companies involved in the Alberta Responsible Mining Initiative, the planning process for a project begins with the end 
of mine life as a primary consideration. Responsible mineral developers return the proposed mine site to a natural habitat that 
supports sustainable, multi-generational land use as that land did before the project.

This is achieved through a progressive mining process which incorporates site restoration as the mine moves from one phase to 
next, leaving a footprint that does not look out of place with the adjacent landscape. This work is done in conjunction with the 
provincial regulator to ensure the companies meet their environmental commitments. 

?Should Albertans (Ranchers, Farmers, Municipalities, Environmental Groups) have concerns about how 
selenium can affect the water supply Southern Albertans rely on?
Responsible mining companies share those concerns and take water conservation seriously. It is important to note that selenium 
is naturally present in watercourses, and at appropriate levels is safe for human and animal consumption. Maintaining selenium 
at natural levels in local watercourses is a priority in the planning, design, and operation of potential mine sites. The industry 
also works closely with regulators to ensure that any discharge of treated water meets the strict regulations put in place by the 
provincial and federal governments. 

?Mining projects are going to divert water away from municipalities and farmers 
The Minister and department at Alberta Environment and Parks have been clear that there will be no new water allocations, and 
that any sourced water is, and will continue to be subject to prioritization requirements set by the province. Water allocations 
for the Oldman River have not changed, and mining projects will not change future allocations.  All water users, including mining 
companies, must follow provincial allocation rules, which ensure water is always available for existing users. 

?Companies from other countries don’t understand why our environment is so important
Responsible mining companies respect the jurisdictions they do business in; these companies share our values of conservational 
stewardship. Modern mine development involves engagement with stakeholders and Indigenous groups to gather information that 
supports environmental planning across the full life cycle of any project. This also includes open and transparent communication 
with stakeholders, local communities, and governments to maintain high standards of accountability from our industry. 


