
OVERSIGHT OF METALLURGICAL COAL PROJECTS IN ALBERTA
 
The development of coal resources in Alberta is subject to a robust regulatory process that begins well before a mine is built 
and continues long after mining is complete. The Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) oversees all natural resource projects in 
Alberta - including metallurgical coal mines - to ensure the environment and public safety are protected.  

From the application to develop a new project, to final shutdown and remediation of a project site, the AER and federal 
government agencies are responsible for approval, inspections, audits, investigations and, if warranted, enforcing compliance 
with Alberta and Canada’s legislation and regulation throughout the entire life cycle of a mining project.   

The AER operates from 12 locations across Alberta and has more than 70 field inspectors who visit thousands of Alberta 
resource project sites every year. AER field inspectors are supported by hundreds of technical staff, engineers, geologists, 
scientists, investigators, stakeholder engagement specialists, mediators, lawyers, regulatory experts, and other employees.  

COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE

The AER’s Compliance Assurance Program ensures operator compliance with all permit requirements through inspections, 
surveillance activities, early intervention, and education. AER inspections include:

• scheduled inspections based on operator history, site sensitivity, and inherent risk of the facility or operation.

• non-scheduled, or unannounced inspections based on reports or complaints from the public; and 

AER inspectors ensure project operators adhere to high standards to protect safety and the environment, as well as 
compliance with provincial requirements and the conditions of their project approval. This includes ensuring that procedures 
and equipment are in use to minimize environmental impacts.  They can take samples; conduct tests or take measurements; 
can request operator documentation, records, and reports; they can take site photographs or audio-visual records; and make 
reasonable inquires of any person. AER inspections are conducted in all project phases:   

• Exploration - Site visits and inspections ensure operators are complying with the conditions and requirements of the 
project’s regulatory approval

• Operations - Ongoing inspections and audits of reporting information 

• Closure - Inspections ensure the operator is complying with the requirements of the project’s approved reclamation plan

• Post-Closure - Audits to ensure the requirements of the reclamation certificate continue to be met 



The AER publishes an online Compliance Dashboard documenting project compliance and enforcement (https://www1.
aer.ca/compliancedashboard/index.html) that increases the transparency of energy operations and regulatory activities in 
Alberta.  

Agencies and departments of the Government of Canada also conduct site visits and inspections; primarily focused on the 
Fisheries Act (protecting fi sh and water habitats), the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, the Migratory Birds Convention 
Act, and the Species at Risk Act and their application to exploration, operation, and fi nal site reclamation.  

ELAN COAL PROJECT – AN INSPECTION OVERVIEW

Atrum’s proposed Elan Metallurgical Coal Project is located north of the Crowsnest Pass in south-western Alberta. 
The project is currently held at the Exploration stage pending the outcome of the provincial government’s Coal Policy 
Consultations and future policy. 

The Elan site has been inspected by various regulatory agencies since 2018; these inspections have provided valuable insight 
into the stringent processes overseeing metallurgical coal mining in Alberta. 

For example, in June 2021, AER inspectors assessed exploration road conditions including sediment control measures, soil and 
timber salvage practices, debris on site, water crossings at the Isolation South and Elan South sites of the Elan Project. Where 
necessary the AER allowed Atrum to use heavy equipment to grade roads, clear culverts, and repair roadside ditches. A follow-
up inspection by the AER gave Atrum a satisfactory result.  

The Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) visited Elan Coal in September 2021 to understand how coal exploration is 
being conducted near the habitats of the Westslope Cutthroat Trout and Bull Trout - each considered to be aquatic species 
at risk.  Water crossings were evaluated during the visit to validate critical habitat, assess sedimentation control, and gauge 
requirements related to water fl ow, temperature, and sedimentation.   

The DFO inspection identifi ed opportunities for improvement to sedimentation control practices and silt fencing installation, 
while providing guidance on fi sh habitat characteristics, habitat monitoring, and techniques to minimize effects to fi sh and 
potential fi sh habitat during exploration activities.

Responsible mineral developers respect their relationship with the local environment and with federal and provincial 
regulators. We understand and accept the need for a high level of scrutiny applied to our project and consistently strive to 
comply. Government regulatory oversight, combined with a company’s desire to meet the highest environmental standards will 
result in an accountable development, while providing continuous improvements to fi eld operating practices.

    

www.responsiblemining.ca


